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THERE COMES A TIME 


Welcome to yet another insight 
into the warped life and times of 
Emil and an interesting 
collection from a time before 
Havana was to become a 
hopping, casino city of tough 
times, desperate people and 
long before it become a true 
American Vacation Lands ran for 
the sole benefit of the United 
Fruit Company, the mobsters 
who invested vast sums from the 
Teamster’s Retirement Fund to 
expand the hotels and casinos 
and to give the well-healed 
Americanos a place to be wicked 
in (and they truly were). 
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THERE COMES A TIME 


Emil , Claudie and | washed up 
on the beachfront after we lost 
interest in the Killing Fields of 
the Northern Trenches (France 
and World War 1) and declared 
our own peace while on an self- 
extended leave in Paris from the 
front in 1917. 

We left Paris in a rather big huff 
after our extended leave from 
the war started to draw the 
attention of the local 
neighborhood Spidermen (noisy 
neighbor ladies in our tenement 
of Paris’s Grotto District), then as 
the local authorities started to 
snoop around, we embarked 
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THERE COMES A TIME 


upon our grail search to find 

a better life. 

We ended up in Havana on 
shore leave from the tramp 
steamer that we had called 
home for over a year traveling 
the Caribbean... 

We sat up shop at the first beach 
front Bistro, where Emil made 

a descent living doing cute fotos 
of the locals. 
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THERE COMES A TIME 


Greeting my fellow campers 
and fellow travelers...it has 
been a while since we last 

had an opportunity to chat 

and share a park bench, it has 
been a rather trying time of 
defiance, where WWWG 
passed on my story about 

being detained in Hong Kong 

as they agreed with the Chinese 
that | needed an attitude 
adjustment and in fact, they 
offered to fly me back there 

for another refresher... 

In fact, | now believe that 

Mr. Chucky and his band of thug 
accountants that work for 
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a4 THERE COMES A TIME 
f WWWG and who, | might note 
E| are of Chinese ancestry and who 
‘i may have cousins in Hong 
7 it Kong...they may have played 
a a role in my 6 weeks of 
*) detention... 
Fe After a detention to adjust my 
ee attitude...dusted the cobwebs I 
| off my trusty, Nikon F4s and | 
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the computer still boots... 


GOOD TO GO... 


Off into the new year 
with no more wicked thoughts 


; about Chinese Tourists in 
' Asia...at least, not while in 
i Hong Kong doing a book... 
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Al those little buggers at the 
Fr thought agency control center 
ti have a thin skin, can't take 
B a joke... and can track anyone 
r down within an hour...no trial. 
BS | just disappeared... 
: Soon to be a new book... | 


Fi ME Me 8 wi 
Ce Ani te © 


ms ie Aa eos 


NOT! According to WWWG! 
lam not sure if |am allowed to 


rt ever go back...what they gave 
me was in Chinese...but, | think 
it is a restraining order of some 


sorts...What a long, strange trip 
it has been! 
Happy New Year to each and all 
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e | the geeks still there in holding 
‘ cell #37... 
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THERE COMES A TIME 


Opps!!! 1 wasn’t suppose to 
mention that... 


WAS I? 


Well, Campers! 

Back to the story, just in case 
Seine and the boys are actually 
reading any of this... 

Oh! Yes, it was about 1920, we 
had just washed up on our first 
shore leave from the tramp 
steamer that we had called 
home, it had taken us on a trip 
of several lifetimes as we 
tramped about, all through out 


THERE COMES A TIME 


the Caribbean...island hoping, 

a little good-hearted smuggling, 
more than a few tight spots of 
being half-a-step ahead of the 
local tax collectors... 

but, it was hard work and the 
money (when there was any) 
sucked... 

So, once ashore, we sniffed the 
air, saw the opportunities for a 
few enterprising young 
Capitalists and we never shed a 
tear nor did we look back even 
as the Carrie-Ann sailed out of 
Havana Harbor, without us... 
We sat up shop in a local seaside 
bistro...more a local dive bar 
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, THERE COMES A TIME 
f that didn’t object to having 

a) ‘ ‘ 

EF a couple of Americanos hustling 
‘i about as long as they hada 
: ‘i piece of the action and we 

I: didn’t cheat the locals. 

si | started doodling and playing 
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with a camera | found in a pawn 
shop before we left Paris. I 
Leaving Paris! | 
This is still hard, even after all 
these years, it never leaves 
me...it is always just there, 

right off page one of my daily 
thoughts. 

It wasn’t that we were cowards. 
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ay We just saw no more sense in 
the raw slaughter, in the sheer 
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4 THERE COMES A TIME 

ai) level of destruction and 

er wholesale butchery that was 

i being waged in the first, truly 
52) industrial war that the world 

i and that we had personally 

* seen much too closely ever 


ie 


*f 


since we were pressed into 


: re military service for God, 
me country and king...in 1915... 
a ‘ : 
b We were told that it was either 


service or jail... 
Nothing serious, No we didn’t 
rob a bank, No... 

WE DIDN’T KILL ANYONE 
We simply got in an argument 
with the establishment of a local 
y pub over an outrageous bar 
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THERE COMES A TIME 


tab...or some sort of thing as 


| REMEMBER... 


As | said, it was a simple 
misunderstand...No big thing 
except the pub owner’s cousin 
was a commander in the local, 
home guard...to our great luck! I 
In fact, it was a recruitment | 
scam as we would later learn 

to fill the ranks so that the 
cultured, gentry class would 
not need to muddy their dress 
boots in the muddy fields 

of Flanders. 

After 2 years, we decided that 
we didn’t have a grudge against 


THERE COMES A TIME 


the Germans and decided to do 
our own part to put an end to 
the senseless butchery, so we 
decided to self-extend our leave 
and just never went back — much 
as the average French Soldiers 
were...the much forgotten story 
was that 10,000 French Soldiers 
just starting going home every 
week in 1917... 

Had the war lasted another year, 
there would have been no 
French Army left to accept the 
German surrender. 

We stayed in Paris, right in the 
middle of a rundown part of the 
Grotto and it was there that we 
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“1 THERE COMES A TIME 
4 met Claudie and that lead to his 
Es cousin, Minnie, then, to first love 
‘i and all that foolishness that 
: a comes when you are 22 while 

iS being free-and-about, here in 


Gf 


Paris...the true city of love... 
Leaving all this was hard but, 


eee 


ay staying would have been 
at harder...seems that we had 
ee | 


ca 
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several neighbor ladies, who 
were more than really snoopy, 
they became overly concerned 
in everyone’s business... 

They turned their attention to 
us and they thought that we 
were too healthy to be on our 
“sick leave” excuse...so long! 
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THERE COMES A TIME 
SO LONG IN PARIS... 


We left with military MPs, locals 
with pitchforks and even one or 
two Paris policemen, we were 
only half-a-step ahead of them 
as we reached the docks seeking 
a midnight passage... wherever... 
it didn’t matter... 


“WE HAVE CASH!” 


Flash forward to 1920 and we 
return to the start of this story 
and us setting up shop here in 
Havana...that is in Cuba... 

In the early years, people started 
asking for me to do a picture 

of them and soon | had more 
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THERE COMES A TIME 
SO LONG IN PARIS... 


business than | ever wanted 
(| was cheap and people liked 
what | was doing). Here is 

a collection of those years... 


HOPE YOU ENJOY! 
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THERE COMES A TIME 
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Carlos was always like this, 
he was a “in-your-face” kind 
of guy but, he meant no harm... 
In fact, he was a good lot 
that always had an ear to 
a ad story and a soft heart 
to a pretty gal... 

And, as long as we stayed 
away from his sister, we would 
be good with him... 

God help you, if you didn’t! 
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THERE COMES A TIME 


She was the most handsome 

woman that | had ever met 

in Havana and | was smitten 
from the first “Hello.” 
She was Big Jim’s lady, 

he was the leader of the rum 

running fleet and to go beyond 

a simple “Hello” would have 
meant instant suicide... 
only a sheer fool would 

dare do more... 


SO, | WALKED OVER... 


Sat down and asked her 
to dance...and to be truthful, 


THAT ALL | REMEMBER... 
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r4 She started or ended every 
Ei oy 
ct conversation with either 
m7 Tl) ” Tl) ” 
5 HUN” OR “SUGAR 
Bd and somewhere in between ,; 
cr she convinced you to do 
ae! ; 
EY something that you would 
i have normally walked away 
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THERE COMES A TIME 


Nts 


from, if you were polite... 
She had a touch and almost 
every man, even Dabber George 
was putty in her hands 
after that first “Hun.” 
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THERE COMES A TIME 


Juan DeSantos was a right 
proper minister and they said 
a true “shaker and mover” 
here in Havana but, more 
importantly he was Carlos’ 
childhood friend and a main 
reason why the authorities 
never enforced any health 
or safety regulation violations 
and over the years, they were 
staggering... 

Pray for Minister DeSantos’ 
health. 
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i Jak Black was a creepy little 
re fellow, some said he was 

7 a a defrocked priest wanted 

Re for murdering his expecting 


bie 2 


iu 


lady gal back in St. Louis 


. ‘ or there about... 

 - Others say, he was a failed 
Ey Hollywood star, washed up 
fi when talkies came in... 


There were a few of them 
around...he mostly kept to 
himself while nursing 
a single drink all night long... 
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‘ THERE COMES A TIME 
{ 

Fy Any conversation with her 

, i] (without doubt) always seemed 
Be to start or for that matter, 
Be end with: 

eh ; 

I “| know what it means 
Er to be dead!” 


and that alone should have 
been a strong clue that | was 
in over my head and common 
id sense said that | should get 
up and flee...but, she was 
a beautiful woman wanting 
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ay her picture done to show her 

i extremely jealous but, cheating 
* boy friend, what he would 

; b be missing... 
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THERE COMES A TIME 


| 
ey Always thought that Candi never 
i} much cared for clothes as 
ae | rarely saw her in any... 

re she was a true Utopian Fresh 
Re Spirit and was rather well 
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educated to be working 


HERE AT CARLOS’ 


| remember long conversations 
with her, she was well versed in 
politics, history and 
in every day living... 
if she would learn to like clothes, 
she could bea 


COLLEGE PROFESSOR... 


Smart as a tack! 
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THERE COMES A TIME 


yes 


That old hat become her 
signature and she was wearing 
it proudly the night that Frank’s 
wife showed up and recognized 

that hat as the one she had 
given him for Christmas and 


THE FIGHT WAS ON... 
Frank smartly ducked out early, 
headed back to the docks and 
the safety of the Sea Horse... 
a faded, long boat built for 
rum running... 
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Carlos had a younger sister 
who dreamed that someday, 
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2. | she would go to school 

es efi 

_ =i INAMERICA 

“ r ece 
es ey She was obsessed with 

A 3] everything New York... 

My) -| Ea 

a ¥ Carlos sent her to a good 

we Catholic School outside Havana 
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¢ Ek (his true feelings) here 

£ Ei at the bistro... 
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THERE COMES A TIME 


+. 


¥ She was from somewhere 

ety . : 

RY in Georgia, | believe... | 
yy } 


| remember her telling me 
once in passing and she 
never talks about how she 
ended up working nights 
at Carlos’ gin joint... 
DOES IT REALLY MATTER? 
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Dabber George was a nice 
guy but, he could never 
resist a man in uniform... 

Since he was a big spender 

here at the bar and he never 
creates a sloppy scene, 

he is always welcome and 

we are proud to have him 
call Carlos’ home... 
He is ever popular with 
all of Carlos’ Gals as he 
is a great listener and 
HE NEVER MAKES A PASS... 
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, THERE COMES A TIME 
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Bs 

FF 

af Carlos says the Jorge was 
. re maybe the most dangerous 
ety man in Havana, a hot-headed 
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revolutionary with a big mouth f 
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ett 


a and not enough sense to 
: KNOW WHEN TO SHUT UP 
The powerful loved Havana 

% the way it was and cared little 
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for Jorge’s moral outrage 
about how so few controlled 
everything... 
you know that line...don’t ya? 
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A Genoa Watercolour 


THE WOMEN OF MODERN GENOA - 1928 
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MISSED YOU RECENTLY 


4 Have you been on vacation? 
gs When did you get out of jail? 
ii Weren't in jail, you say? 
if 


OH WELL, CAMPER! 


Nothing much new going on 
about here but if there was, 
Seine would have forced me | 
into silence other than his 
constant chorus about 


“Buy the other books 
to keep up to date...” 


Makes me feel like an old-time 


USED CAR SALESMAN 


(Opps! | meant to say “person”) 
or a tacky “as seen on TV” 
spokesperson who will tempt 
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MISSED YOU RECENTLY 


f you with blindly, massive 
és discounts off suggested retail 
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prices (who suggests)...throw 


4 = in a complete set of imported 

2. BS Chinese Steel chopsticks and 

“A x maybe, even “Free” Shipping 

ai ra to the first 50 callers... 

Re a CALL 1-900-THIS SUCKS 
ie: 4 If you have not figured it out yet, 


x Seine is on another of his 
“we are here to make money” 
moods but, there are several 
EX i new books on the Amazon shelf 

| for which | will gladly earn a few 
pennies more of my slave wages 
: from the WWWG Corporation 
E Plantation, Company Store. 
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THE PRESS JUNKET 


Claudie always has had a certain 
knack, he had a true God-given 
talent towards professional 
grade “BS” and more so, he 
always was working on some 
angle that would benefit or 
enrich him, reward him 
or merely just generate 


SOME EXTRA CASH 


Although, Claudie was very 
quick to dismiss any such 
praise and would very quickly 
pivot the conversation off this 
topic while leading us away, 
in a totally different direction. 
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THE PRESS JUNKET 


See! | told you that 
HE HAD A REAL KNACK! 


A true talent...this young fellow! 
Even though the journalist and 
reporter started as just another 

of his scams to gain access to 
numerous free meals and entry 


into social events, Claudie 

(quickly) discovered that he 
really had a knack for it 

too...especially, after several 
of his articles were publish 
in one of the largest English 
Language Newspapers - this 
led to a real job as what they 
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THE PRESS JUNKET 


called a cub reporter which 

gave him a real press pass 
plus some money from 

several of the newspapers 


HERE IN HAVANA 


Where we ran into trouble 
was when he (without 
consulting me in any manner) 


would blatantly combine 
the two and drag me into the 
middle of all this as he had 
never developed the knack 
of photography and he would 
drag me along as his assistant 
so that | could take the photos 
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THE PRESS JUNKET 


for him because | had 
a real knack for this. 
Claudie seriously had this 
concept that we were fated 
to work together in some bizarre 
form of Modernist French 


“YIN AND YANG” 


based on how well our talents 
complemented each other... 


MAYBE SO? 


Maybe, he was a better BSer 
than even | imagined? 
This is the truth story as to how 
we came to go to Italy 


i] 

Ai) THE PRESS JUNKET 

Hy (like totally) on the dime of the 
Fr new Italian Government’s Press 
ef Ministry as we were officially 

ay 


invited to be part of something 
that Claudie referred to as a 
“Press Junket” which merely f 
means that they would tour 
us all about the country and 
hope that we will write good 
things about Mussolini and 

his experiments into a radically 

new form of government, 

a open collation between two 

me: of the three great pillars of the 
as Modern Italian State: the 

Government and the Business, 
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THE PRESS JUNKET 

fp 

bt Manufacturing, Industrialist 

3 Community. It was what 

d Mussolini very offer referred to 
3 fs (in private) as a true form of 

sh “Business Socialism” — which 

Bs would in later times, be 

43 mislabeled and in even later 

at years, lumped together with the 
i madness in Germany under the 

% Nazis and would thus, be equally 

De demised under the wicked and 
s EVIL MANTRA OF FASCISM 
5 be Claudie loved this journalist 


scam not only for all the free 
meals, trips and embassy parties 
but for all the social events 
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THE PRESS JUNKET 


(where he could officially rub 
shoulders with some 
of the biggest 


“SHAKER-N-MOVERS” 


in all of Havana) that his 

(sometimes real but most 

often just as bogus) Press 

Pass allowed and gained 
him access to. 

To be truthful, | did enjoy 
the break from Carlos’ Café 
and the daily grind of the 
endless portraits and doddles 
commissioned by the regular 
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-f clientele of uppity, local 


gangsters, aging Rum Runners 
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THE PRESS JUNKET 


B 
b and their fellow travelers of 
FF historically shady characters and 
3! sailors, to overly-drunken 
3 es flappers with all their playboy 
eh dandies in tow and even to 
A the occasionally misguided 
ai tourist who stumbled down 
to the water front by accident 
| (or so they often claimed at first 


sign of trouble or police) that 
Carlos’ frequently attracted. 
Claudie had over a short period 
of time, become rather chummy 
with the young Under-Secretary 
of Information at the New Italian 
Embassy here in Havana, 
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" THE PRESS JUNKET 
i MR. RICARDO VESTAMORI 
FF Seems that Claudie and Ricardo, 
e both being young men in their 
. eS prime age, discovered that they 
efi shared many similar interests | 
SS that firstly included the love of ' 
4 hard drink (not as easy or as 
tt cheap to get in Roma as here in 
i Havana), they both shared what 


most people would worry was 
an over fascination with young, 
healthy Cuban Women and once 
Claudie introduced Ricardo to 
the many wonders of Carlos’ 
; Café where the flow of hard 
. liquor was always free to him 
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THE PRESS JUNKET 


as Claudie’s guest, abundance 
of so many friendly women 
more than willing to hang on 


~~. 


TS 


and then laugh politely at every 
eh bad joke he could repeat from | 
A his more senior, male role ' 
Ei models at the embassy... 
at: They were mated as 
ae: FRIENDS FOR LIFE 


Ricardo never took advantage 
of his friendship with Claudie 
and never made a scene or 
over indulged in any of Carlos’ 
many delights and in return, 


ri 


a Claudie never (well more than 
as a few times) leveraged his access 
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m THE PRESS JUNKET 

Hi to the embassy through his 

Fi friendship with Ricardo. 

et They were a perfectly 

ae , 2 

Be MATCHED COUPLE 

5 of proper accommodation, | 

- respect and an even more j 
meaningful sense of useful 


moderation and you could tell 
that they had truly formed the 
perfect friendship Rather rare 
occurrence in regular times 
but, even more so in this new 
modernist age of materialism, 
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| +a selfness and exploitation of 
ee others that ran as a growing 
J cultural under current here 
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THE PRESS JUNKET 


in the latter years of the 1920's. 
One day, Claudie returned from 
lunch with Ricardo down at the 
embassy’s wonderous canteen 
buffet and as he walked through 
the door, he asked if | would be 
interested in going on a free tour 
trip to Northern Italy? 
“Northern Italy?” 


“FREE???” 


Claudie nodded as he broke into 
a wide grin that let me know 
that this was not just another 

scam or bad joke at my expense. 

| had to take a second look at his 


= ? THE PRESS JUNKET 
f q smiling face to ensure that he 
¥ EF was being truthful... 


/ 0) SEEMS, HE WAS! 


id 

| <u 

R ; “You say...FREE?” 

is st Yous 

*H Ri Again...Claudie smiled and sat 
Eo + 

ei s at the table as he began to 

Re 8 explain in some detail as to what 
+ 4 a “Press Junket” was and how 
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he had secured both of us seats 
on this upcoming event. 


“WHEN?” | 
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| a He held up two first class tickets 
ee | of the Pan Am “Sea Clipper” 
i with our names already printed 
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THE PRESS JUNKET 


and booked all the way through 


~~ 


i Roma by way of the Azores, with 
s a stopover in Lisbon and finally, 
4 directly to Roma’s new 

eli International Air Dome. 

a “When?” 


iu 


“NEXT WEEK...” 


He said now in passing as he 
had already lost interest, had 
become bored in my attempts 
to continue this conversation 
and was ready to move on 
the next topic of the day. 
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tala d 


me. As Claudie got up to leave, 
J he made sure that | understood 
: that this was a business trip 
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THE PRESS JUNKET 


and that | had to accept to 
certain standards and proper 
restrains as 
“We are professional 
journalists and must accord 
ourselves as such...get it?” 
| nodded and went back to the 
doddle that | had been working 
on for Gunny Sam - it was to 
be a birthday present for his 
wife in Cleveland or was it for 
his girlfriend over in San Carlos? 


DOESN’T MATTER! 


The money is all the same! 
And, he always paid in cash or 
occasionally in leftover Jamaican 
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THE PRESS JUNKET 

Rum — which is rather different 

than the Cuban Rum that | had 
grown so found of here. 


WASTING AWAY IN GENOA 


Like three Middle Ages Pilgrims 
(not middle age...thank you very 
kindly!) sallying about in a grail 
search for shade from the ever- 
increasing mugginess and rays 
of oppressive heat that blankets 
the city by about 


10 AM EVERY DAY... 


Ricardo said that this was 
normal for the summer but, it 
was very nice in the winter... 
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> WASTING AWAY IN GENOA 

# we, at this point, had seen 

er not much reason to stay 

i on that long to prove his theory. | 
Lt “WHAT’S THE PLAN?” 


“When are we going to 
Venice...back to Roma?” 
As Ricardo, with sinecure | 
apologies offered, he tried and 
valiantly attempted to explain 
about a silly mishap in the 
funding of our tour...it seemed 
to be some form of government, 
interagency squabble over 
who was going to pay our 
ever-increasing, what he said 


cr 
, increasing and exoculating costs 


] 
| 
| 
that they thought was the ever 
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WASTING AWAY IN GENOA 


that were so seriously spiraling 
(totally) out of control and 
according to Ricardo was 
threatening to wipe his agency’s 
yearly budget out and then, 
there was the question of 
whose budget it would be 
charged too... 

SEEMS MUCH TOO FAMILIAR! 
Just more and universally typical 
government nickel-n-dime 
thinking...closed-minded, 
originating from low-hanging, 
pretty bureaucrats who could 
not see the bigger picture and 
lacking the sheer courage to 
institute Mussolini’s 


aa 
| 
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| ; WASTING AWAY IN GENOA 


BOLD SOCIAL EXPERIMENT... 
Even a blind man could see that 
this Italian Deep State of life- 
long civil servants were actively 
road-blocking, stonewalling even 
his simplest plans or were, more 
likely than not, they were simply 
ignoring many of his edicts 
and direct commands. 
| feel bad rather for this 
Mussolini character, | feel that 
the civil servants are so set on 
the destruction of his 
government and it is clear that 
he too was becoming more 
frustrated by all of these 
counter-revolutionaries, 
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“| WASTING AWAY IN GENOA 

4 communists and what he has 

Ey often, in recent days, started to 

zi referring to them all as the lazy, 
- lay-about cadre of over-weight 

i civil (NOT) servants. 

BS It is very clear that if he wants 


set 


to change the corrupt system, 
he will need to seriously clean 


house and throw these slugs 
out and into the street. 
Now as an outsider, | understand 

that | am not privileged to the 


full story but, from what | have 
seen and heard, he seems to 
be a decent man who loves Italy 


tally 


P: ge SEL 


y and he should be given a fair 


§ chance to bring prosperity to 


WASTING AWAY IN GENOA 


the working class and the poor. 
Part of the reason is that he is 
an outsider, he doesn’t come 
from the privileged families or 
the landed gentry where most 
of Italy’s leaders have be 
spawn from. 

He comes from very humble 
beginning, his was (I think they 
said) a shoe maker or something 
to that effect — not from Blue- 
Blood Stock to say the least! 
Ricardo is what one would call 
a true believer and has been a 
supporter from early on with 
the March on Roma by Mussolini 
and his fellow war veterans 
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WASTING AWAY IN GENOA 


who were angered that the 
massive sacrifice made by their 
dead comrades back in the war 
(seeking to make a better world) 
were being squandered, wasted 
by a government (most of whom 
never served directly in the 
fight) and (according to many 
news reports) vast sums of 
repatriation funds were being 
greedily pocketing by corrupt 
politician and their cadre of 
accountants and clerks within 
the government. 
Ricardo believes that given 
a chance, his man will unite 
the classes to all being Italians 
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“| WASTING AWAY IN GENOA 

4 first and that he will build a 

Es better world based on order, 

3 fairness and a deep sense of 
eB duty to the common man. 

I Ricardo says that Mussolini 

oi seeks to unite two of the three 

ri pillars of Italian Society (the 

aS government and business) 

and harness their power to 
create a new form of 


A SY 1, alt 
oan: 


Bs Cea Lee 


government... not socialist 

nor communistic but, rather 
(he said that it hard to explain 
in English) a form of Corporate 


‘alas 


bee EE 


| +i Socialism — where all benefit 
| Bh from an even playing field, 
P shared costs and each with 
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WASTING AWAY IN GENOA 


shared responsibilities to make 
the country great, this will bring 
Italy to a day in the near future 


~~. 


Ba 2 


i where she will be a shining 
f beacon to all the repressed 
¥ countries of the world. | 
% Sorry, | sidetracked myself and 
ny threw my story out-of-sequence | 
Ey but, | thought that it was an I 
a important fact to note... 


that this Italy is different... 


POTENTIAL? 


Who knows? 
5 We can only hope for the best 
: for Ricardo and his fellow 


‘alas 


gee EE 


patriots! 
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: 
ie BACK TO OUR ORIGINAL STORY... 
f Let me be clear here, they (the 
ey trade and foreign ministries) 
‘i who agreed to offer us open 
ae bars and “no question” meals 
Be out on the economy when we 
BY first arrived —1 am sure this was 
ra meant as a mean to win us 
oy over...maybe, they figured 
af we were simple third world 
5 | creatures and could be directed 
to the cheapest pasta shops 
(even thought, this would be 
in direct opposition to 


states 


bees 


Mussolini’s personal efforts 
to wing the Italian people off 


+ of pasta as he had concerns 
ial about its nutritious or some 


rremareie ps SL 


werk +. 


‘ | BACK TO OUR ORIGINAL STORY... 
F| health factors...something about 
ei that effect...but, my Italian is no 
| better than my Spanish... 
: SLIGHT AT BEST! 


ort 
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Only much too late, when the 


=. bills for the finest meals at the 
Ae fanciest, stylish cafes (normally 


“4 
Aire i es 


reserved for the life styles of the 
rich and famous only variety) 


By. ut ts 


<4! 
ce _ 
af started to arrive at the Ministry 
rt of Trade marked in deep 
oa red Indian Ink 


‘a2 


“OVER DUE!” 


Then, they saw that open bars | 
were even a worse mistake as 
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e BACK TO OUR ORIGINAL STORY... 
; f many of us might have been a 
ol ee tad over generous with their 
it ‘i funds by signing for round after 
4 a round of FREE rounds for 
2 Be everyone in the bar and 
“A RY occasionally, people merely 
5 54 passing by or fine local ladies 
3 a who were invited over from 
% - their respected houses of 
S eS commerce to share a 
ie 


DRINK OR TWO... 


' Ti. a 
We IES Toe Hoel tor 


eS Let me also say to any 

2 a3 government or ministry official 
3 ia who might later read this 

P: pF account, Claudie and | did not so 
"j i abuse their generosity and their 
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‘ 
| 
‘ BACK TO OUR ORIGINAL STORY... 
4 complete kindness...out of our 
S deep respect for Ricardo and the 
| great Italian Government. 
Os 
. WELL! 
Si 7 ] 
& No more than (just) once or ' 
43 twice (OK! Several times!) did 
we offer invites to several nice, 
local gals and then, it was at 
respectable cafes as to not insult 
the ladies status of importance 
and please let me note that 


Claudie did (each time) actually 
ask for a government discount 
and we always did collect 
“doggy” bags of what was left 
over to take with us... 
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‘ BACK TO OUR ORIGINAL STORY... 

fi “WASTE NOT...WANT NOT!” 

he was Claudie’s Mantra. 

7 Not that it seemed to matter to 

ps any of our junket group as it was 
Be not on our dime and next time, 

RY the government might be better | 
ra prepared... i 
a So said Klaus, a young club 
report from a German 
Newspaper (I think from 


Frankfort Main) who insisted 
that, in fact, we had done them 
a great service in that 
“We taught them to 


tales 


Bae tele 


| plan better!” 
ei So, we did meet on this sunny 
i July day, even though it was no 
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‘ BACK TO OUR ORIGINAL STORY... 

E more than 9 AM, it was 

os sweltering, we were in proper 

| need of finding new, drier shirts } 

4 before we continued today’s | 
& adventure out amongst the fiery | 

RY rays of blinding heat that | 

ca viciously radiating down from | 

ne the still low hanging sun on | 

to our exposed necks. 


To our grateful relief Genoa, 

the Western Gate of Italy, it 

is a city of grateful shadows, 

whose narrow streets defy 

and deflect a great deal of 
the death rays of the region’s | 
BRILLIANT, SUMMER SUN | 
; Normally, we would just meet | 


we SEL 
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‘ BACK TO OUR ORIGINAL STORY... 
4 down at the hotel’s shady pool 
a and spend the vast majority 
| of the morning drinking, 
ae debating our further course 
Be of action(s) and watching 
RS the upper-class gals’ parade 
4 by in the latest, the finest 

| re of French-designed 

= 
i, | must admit that you never 


see this much in Havana as the 
Spanish gals, especially those 

| from the better families are 

| ig much more conservative in their 
, dress and have no need to show 
a lot of skin — they have no real 
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BACK TO OUR ORIGINAL STORY... 


need to attract potentially, 
future mates as most marriages 
(at that level of society) are still 
arranged...almost a business 
transaction between the 


WELL-TO-DO FAMILIES 


like the merging of great 
companies of Wall Street. 
Today, this was not our actual 
course of action especially after 
the hotel’s senior manager 
informed us that the hotel 
had not be paid. 
Seems that the government had 


not paid them at all and that 
they could no longer offer us 
FREE usages of their services 


BACK TO OUR ORIGINAL STORY... 


é fl other than our rooms (as they 

ef ey had been paid for... Thank God! 

e 5 Well...at least that was until the 
a end of the month) ... 


“At this point my dear friends, we 
sadly regret that food, beverages 
and spa services will now need 
to be charged directly to each 
guest but, the hotel would offer 
each of you (our kind guests) 

a generous ten percent discount 
off the regular prices... 

We do appreciate your kind 
understanding...Please, if you 
need any further assistance or 
clarification, please come to the 
front desk and merely ask for 
me...Thank you!” 
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‘ THE REPUBLIC HAD BEEN DECLARED 

f People were now free and alive 

# with the thirst of all of the 

| opportunities and promises of 

5 the new socialist, yes but, 

-) A REPUBLIC! 

* . DLIL. 

Fe In this brave new world, 
ee Republican Woman were now 

: equal to men and were treated 


de 


as such...and even though there 
was a terrible rumbling coming 
from Africa, the new world 
was ours! 


tals 


( FRESH OFF THE PLANE 
‘ First impressions of Madrid did 
J not fill us with awe. 
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FRESH OFF THE PLANE 


It had been an already long trip 
from Havana and we had some 
time to kill as the Pan Am plane 
had developed a serious amount 
of engine trouble flying in on 
this last leg of our trip from 
the Azores. 
It was Claudie’s bright idea to 
go stretch our legs and 
explore the city 


“See the sights as we 


are already here.” 
After a few moments of second 
and third thoughts as to the 
wisdom of taking Claudie’s 
suggestion, the last time we did 
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FRESH OFF THE PLANE 


fi that was when we followed his 
‘ea Es lead and jumped ship there in 
Havana Harbor and then, after 


ten years, we finally had the 
Capital to leave; we took 


A TAX! DOWNTOWN 


Claudie had sweeten the pot by 
telling us that he knew a few 
girls and that they would be 

happy to show us around but, 
for me, the main selling point 
that swung my vote was when 

Claudie informed us that Madrid 

was the dive bar capital of the 
world and there was one bar for 
about every 500 residences — 
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‘ FRESH OFF THE PLANE 
f and, this is a very 
Fr 


‘LARGE URBAN CITY 


ay that’s a lot of bars. 
. r As the taxi drove the long way, 
ej the sightseeing special that taxi 


I drivers learn regardless of the 


vu 
meet 


a country...take the tourists the 
“| long way to and then triple your 
, normal fare), we saw quite 

Dk 


a bit of the city in passing. 

é The city seemed to be an 
aggregate collection of old 

masonry dating back to ancient 


oak, Ne 


EH 4 Roman Times, all fragmentary 

3 : with age etched on the edges. 
i This was a city that is seriously 
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FRESH OFF THE PLANE 


attempted to walk about in the 
noon day sun, there is a very 
serious lack of natural shade 
and water, albeit there are tree- 
planted walks and gardens, with 
cedars and Himalayan pines, 
and fountains with a surprising 
fullness of cool and clear flow 
that city leaders so smartly 
made sure were available to 
its denizens in mass abundance. 
Locals told me that there is 
actual a river that flows in and 
NOT about the city. 
It might be mere rumor or 
mythology that it actually exists. 
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4 They called it the 

oe 

fir ; ) 

(]) MANZANARES 
7 z but when we did stumble across 

i it, it was more like an open, 

* almost dry ditch...even the dry 


Los Angeles River would lay 
this to shame. 

So, the labeling of this as dry 
ditch a river was either meant 
as a kindness to its efforts or as 
a joke that local tour guides play 
on tourists, Carlos (the hotel’s 
resident Madrid expert and 
according to them, a primo tour 

, guide) offered usa 
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FULL DAY TOUR 


Up-N-Down the Riverside. 
Luckily, it was out of our price 
range, we retreated back to the 
buffet table in the hotel’s bar 
and to stock up on the Free 
food...which complimented 


the overpricing the bar did 
on their selection of 
WATERED DOWN DRINKS 
What is with these people 
of Madrid? 

What is this fascination 
with Sherry? 

It is like the national drink...and 
the menus waxed on about what 
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might have been 99 different 

types of Sherry being offered 
from their selection. 
| am sorry but, where we are 
from, Sherry is one of those girly 
drinks but, here even the most 
manly looking characters were 
downing mass qualities of 
Sherry, one little, fancy wine 
glass at a time. 

My great aunt keep sherry in her 
food closet and would sip an 
occasional taste when my uncle 
was off at work. 

To be truthful, | doubt that even 
she (as a tea-toddler, 
outstanding lady of community 


2 


ae 


sithayen ams 


A+ ei 


FRESH OFF THE PLANE 


and church) ever got a real buzz. 
And campers, please don’t try 
expressing that in public or get 
even more insulted by trying to 
order a real man’s drink like 
Rum, Rye Whiskey or my new 
favorite, Tequila, if you do 
(please be pre-warned) better 
watch closely to make sure that 
what are pouring in your glass. 
Back out on the street in this 
God awful, this rugged, sun- 
blistered city, Claudie’s girls had 
yet to show up and | for one was 
having serious doubts and was 
rethinking the wisdom of 
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é f following Claudie on this 
De 2) 
: / 8) FOOL'S ERRANT 
4 = Sitting in the impressive lobby 
2 Be of a hotel that | am sure that 
“A RS even collectively, we might not 
a ‘e be able to pay our bill on check 
ES i. re out and | started looking for 
* i additional exits that a man 
ty . 3 af (down on his luck and short 
be of coin) might find a quick and 
| x stealth passage late in the night 
j ye or in the early hours when even 
cei the bellhops would be a sleep 


and lead him out to the freedom 
of the waiting city sidewalk 
without even a mention of our 
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f post due billings and expenses. 
gs As we sulked, good friend Carlos 
i (remember him...the tour guide) 
aS flopped down with yet another 
& advertisement for his services. 
ety 

ES He could well see that we were 
re having trouble with the 

Sig 


BLISTERING HEAT 


(Yes...We are from Havana and it 
is hot there but, they have a 
thing that is called humidity that 
when mixed with a small breeze, 
made it all bearable) 
and immediately started to 
inform us that in the northern 
distance of the city are the 
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summits of the Guadarrama 
Hills, and waxed on about the 
unseen, wintertime breeze 
which sweeps down from its 
snowy eyries amongst them cuts 


LIKE AN ICICLE | 


“So you like to go?” E 
Instead, Claudie ran in a huff | 
and the next thing | know we 

are in yet another taxi headed 
to the central point of Madrid, 
the Puerta del Sol—which a 
bare, broad, irregular area of 
traffic nightmare as there are 
nine, major thoroughfares 
diverge out of this central hub 
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but, where Claudie swears that 
the girls are awaiting our arrival. 
And after yet another hour and 
still the girls are nowhere to be 
seen, | went and watered my 
heels in the cool waters in the 
slightly blue vortex of the waters 
in the square’s central pool. 
| was fortunate as | was later 
informed that it was or might 
be illegal to take off your shoes 
and go diving for coins that lay 
on the bottle of the pond. 
| made a good killing and walked 
away with about thirty pesos 
and a strangely, | found a large 
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number of German Mark Coins... 
must be a lot of Germans 


VACATING HERE? 


As it sun faded and we had 
a serious need to get out of the 
hot, late afternoon sun, we 
boldly walked into the 
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which is a hotel at the corner of 


CALLE DE ALCALA 


ee | the principal avenue leading 
ley | from the Plaza, as if we were 
. paying customers tied from 
a long day of sightseeing 
q on in the square. 
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# As proof of the unsettled 

be condition of affairs and its effect 

‘i upon trade, it need only be said 

ae that at the table d'héte of this, 

é the first hotel in the capital, 

RY where one hundred and thirty 

re persons usually sit down to 
re dinner, there were not more | 
than fifteen or twenty, anda 5 

e proportion of these were fly- 

‘i about Special Correspondents 

a milling about, nursing a drink 


and trying to decide if the real 
story was the formation of the 
Republic or if it was about all 


st those rumors of an loyalist army 
24) being raised in Morocco by... 
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WHAT WAS HIS NAME? 


Something like Franco... 
He is some Spanish General or 


—— 


ie 


4 something who has openingly 
a call the Republic a foul bunch of 
Bd Soviet Communists and it was 


rumored that he was well 
funded by the Germans... 


THE GERMANS? 


Made me pause and take those 
German Mark Coins out of my 
pocket and | stared down at the 


re 
2%. 
PLY 7 i 


=" 


ay stern image of Adolf Hitler 
ES before plopping them up on 

=} the bar and asked fora 
ai] 
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FRESH OFF THE PLANE 
BOTTLE OF SHERRY 


“When in Rome” or for this 
particular movement and thus 
for my argument to make much 

sense we should default to 


“WHEN IN MADRID” 


What we also where to discover 
was that Madrid was awash with 
political paranoid and there was 
further rumors regarding the 
exiguous circle of prudent 
people who were being detained 
in Madrid by one revolutionary 
faction or yet another, or how 
only the most foolhardy people 
were still travelling here and 
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thus, Old Lady Luck bit us big 
time as we turned up here as 
the irrepressible crew, 
suspiciously just off the plane 
from Havana just as everything 
was about to hit the Schiff! 
“DO THEY LOOK GERMAN?” 
This seems to be the 
undercurrent of whisper that 
we had failed to hear and so, 
it never registered with our 


SPECIAL SPIDER SENSES 


of locating trouble. 

We surely didn’t know until it 
was too late and | was starting to 
regret not just staying there on 
the plane and flirting with that 
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f cute stewardess from Atlanta. 

gs Finally, two English girls from 

2) THE BRITISH EMBASSY 
| pe (not Claudie’s girls...thank 


you again, Claudie!!) 
with fresh peachy complexions, 
and hair like wavy masses of ripe 
maize; they somehow agreed 
to share a quick diner at 
the hotel with us... 
thanks to Seine and the special 
way he has with people. 

As two girls and three shifty, 
hobo looking guys from Havana 
was too much for even these 
English Girls; Seine excused 
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himself and went off to 
wherever Seine always 


Ko meh ek a 
ae , 


e 

/—) DISAPPEARS TO... 
: ! regardless of our geographical 
RY location(s) or time zone. 

oA After a nice, polite diner, we 


helped them get a cab and then, 
we too went back to our own 
hotel alone as they were 
(WHAT DO YOU EXPECT?) 
A English and they both did have 


| Ss¥ 1. Ut tes 
BS brie na tre 


a a regular day job at the embassy 

a and | was left feeling depressed 

ag over this turn of events as 

a Claudie had promised so much 
; more as our night’s tour guide. 


3 DAY TWO: BAD NEWS ABOUND 
4 Seine had returned and he said 
ey that he had found us a local 

5; guide and at least, Seine felt 
| that we could trust him. 


Tair 


He was an extremely tall swarthy 
man who didn’t in the least even 
seem Spanish but, who Seine 
claimed was as fluent a linguist 
as there was in Madrid...at least, 
he spoke passable English and 
| will trust Seine as to his 
proficiency in Spanish. 

He went by the name Antonio 
and he explained his 
untraditionally, 
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DAY TWO: BAD NEWS ABOUND 


(Hey! Like Dudes! This is was like 
the 1930’s and that is really how 
everyone thought and acted 
back then) 

He had a strain of English blood 
on the mother's side. His dad 
may have been a South Sea 
cannibal or a South African lion- 
slayer for aught | remember 
what he actual told us as my 
interest was instantly drawn to 
the loud demonstration 
parading about below our street 
side down from our window. 
Much later Seine would confess 
that Antonio had been a bandit 
in the neighborhood of Smyrna, 


DAY TWO: BAD NEWS ABOUND 


or maybe he had been 
a displaced innkeeper from 
the bad side of the Marseilles 
docks in much about the same 
vain but, more importantly; he 
was prepared to do little jobs 
such as the creative art of 
human carving for our kind 
consideration(s) and tips. 
Overall | must say as a means of 
full discloser, he was a solemn 
but civil chap to me and he did 
not cheat me more than | chose. 
| never had occasion to ask him 
to kill anybody but, Seine said 
he could if we needed him to. 
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DAY TWO: BAD NEWS ABOUND 


t “Unless we needed him 

Ft to kill someone?” | 
Hf What in this world and the next 

ye has Claudie got us into? 

Re What had started as a daily trip 


fs 


of hoping from dive bar to t 


ee 


ce another with some attractive, | 
delightful Spanish gals has | 
turned into Seine hiring a bandit 


Ain it 
vie 


1 aie" ™ 
Fi wre ete ES 


slash assassin to 


| 
WATCH OUR BACKSIDE [il 
| decided that | truly hated | 
Claudie and was attempting to 
figure how much Antonio would 
want to take proper care of him 
| 
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2. tales 


| for me when, Seine brought 
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more bad news that they had 

fixed the plane and that plane 

with its cute stewardess from 
Atlanta had flow off 


TO ROMA WITHOUT US 


Worst news was still to follow, ; 
Seine explained that in fact, 

a civil war had literary sprung 
up overnight and Pan Am was 
no longer flying into Madrid 
and either were most other 
commercial flights as there 
were rumors about German- 
a maned bombers headed toward 

a the city (this in fact was an 
, ugly urban sales promotion) 
q or at least that is what Carlos, 
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DAY TWO: BAD NEWS ABOUND 


the Tour guide, told me later 
in the lobby as he has switch 
from primo tour guide to 
EXPERT HUMAN SMUGGLER 


~~ 


Ba 2 


TS 


ty 
= “Big Shitz about to come here 
a to Madrid...You want to get , 
- out of Spain...best price just | 
For you and your gentleman 
< | friends...Cheap...a bargain 


just for you my friend!” 
Antonio gave him a gruffly side 
look and Carlos was already off 
with his sales pitch catching the 
attention of this 
: ELDERLY ENGLISH COUPLE 
] Seine suggested that we eat 
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DAY TWO: BAD NEWS ABOUND 


breakfast and then, we could 
make plans on what to do next. 
Seine is kind of a funny bird and 
luckily he was; he was the kind 
of person you could drop at 
a busy bus stop and within 
15 minutes, he would know 
the most intimate details of 
everyone’s life, their cousins 
and would have at least four 
or five willing to defend him with 
their own life, if necessary. 
Had Seine been more like us, 
we would never even made 
that midnight freighter within 
footsteps of trailing French 
Policemen and that act did save 
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: DAY TWO: BAD NEWS ABOUND 

# us from a long time in a French 

he or English prison — all because 

rd 

a we had collectively quit the war | 
a in 1917 and decided to forgive 


the Germans and we just never 

went back to the Northern 
Trenches after our leaves | 
expired. | 


SO, IF NOTHING ELSE 


| trust Seine and value his 
reading of the situation even 
in the direst event(s) and Seine 
seemed to be of the opinion 
that things were not as bad 


a Le 
PERS 7 Se 


: ‘ as the hotel hustlers and tour 
ey the situation here in Madrid. 
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| 
| 
guide Carlos were painting 
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DAY TWO: BAD NEWS ABOUND 
Seine like us had become 
masters of survival in times 
of convict and war. 


HEY CAMPERS! 


We did survive in the Killing 
Fields of the First Industrial War 
for almost two years when more 

seasoned and professional 
soldiers didn’t for we learned 
more importantly than anything, 
we just knew when it was 


TIME TO LEAVE 


Seine didn’t believe that we 
needed to be in a panic... 
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of DAY TWO: BAD NEWS ABOUND 
é “No need to rush! Let’s see how 
Bf : 
: this plays out, see the slights, 
Fi romance some pretty Spanish 
r gals and see if there is any 
: ¥: opportunity to earn a dime or 
t two before we do take to the | 
bo highway, north...” , 
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| did mention and dutifully 
remind our little group that 
financials were running 
low in the barrow and 
“We may need to hustle up 
travel funds...” 
So the first item on our collective 


tala d 


a) we oe eae 


| +i agenda was to find some “out 
Eh of the way” café or dive bar to 
i work out of... much as we had 
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> DAY TWO: BAD NEWS ABOUND 
10) DONE IN HAVANA 
Fl This was our standard mode of 
e operation and we did need 

Ey 


a Safe place to retreat to in 
case our proposed business 
venture(s) turned sour. f 
Still, | know that | could make 
a decent living off portraits 
and surrealistic doddles as 
| had in Havana if | could find 
a good club to patron with. 
UPON THIS CONCLUSION 
we set out to scout locations, 
shake more than a few hands 


tales 


but, Seine instilled in us that 
sa spider sense rule number one, 
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DAY TWO: BAD NEWS ABOUND 


DONE IN HAVANA 


“At the first sign of trouble, 
make a beeline to the door...” 


Feeling like we had just been 
dressed down by our 
overbearing, school master, 
| rudely snapped back in my 
most whiny and creepy, 

a most degenerated voice: 
“Hey Seine! This ain’t our first 
Rodeo, ya know!” 

By the time we met back at the 
hotel that evening, much of the 
hysteria of the morning had 
faded as the general public 


| > DAY TWO: BAD NEWS ABOUND 
é f DONE IN HAVANA 
ie FH realized that the Civil War was 
Sy u | Still a long ways away from 
ca : Madrid and more importantly, 
is aii everyone still had to make a 
2 Bd living — seems that everyone 
: a had thought through the process | 
H aa and realized that the civil war | 
< | i | didn’t cancel their rent and that 
3 oo the family still had that nasty 


habit of wanting to eat 
ona regular basis. 
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: EW) THE NEXT MORNING 
z at everyone got up and we all 
ie ‘ went downtown in search of 


proper, suitable employment. 
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WEEK Two: NORMAL DAYS? 


In short, from my hotel 
windows, everything seemed 
peaceful, almost downright 
sleepy as the denizens passed 
about to-n-from work or some 
other urgent business of the day 
— in other words, everything 
seemed in its place, peaceful 
and any panic thoughts about 
Franco’s massing armies 
(rumored to be financed by the 
Germans but then, they say the 
Republic is funded by Stalin and 
the International Communist 
Youth league...rumors?) 
was almost never mentioned in 
polite company. 


WEEK TWO: NORMAL DAYS? 


Fi Down on the street, the same 
er scene took on more dread and 


se 


was froth with the likely chance 


es 
| 
4 


at 

s| H it for movements of utter terror if 
2 sy: re you had the look of a non-local 
“A A ; RS as locally bully boys 

+ ls rs (who had formed something like 
a | KR - be ey the People’s Force —it doesn’t 

| Is’ 4 a translate well into English) 
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took it upon themselves to 
vigorously confront each and 
FS every foreigner as a German Spy. 


@)) “PAPERS! PLEASE.” |i) 
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og “Brother, why do you need to see 
.. a my papers and by the way 
+ friend, who authorized you to 
; é check my papers?” 
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WEEK TWO: NORMAL DAYS? 


“lam NOT your brother, you are 
a foreigner, you smell like a 
German spy and that gives me 
every right to investigate!” 
“ARE YOU A POLICEMAN?” 
Seems that | might have 
offered up a slight to him, his 
self-imposed authority and 
he snapped back: 

“ARE YOU A GERMAN SPY?” 
Not properly reading the 
room (street corner)... 
| proceeded to properly 
lecture him and scorn him 
through my upper-class 
excrement of logic... 


z 


ie rahe 


Care, 


es 


i 
; | 
‘ 
h a 
~ it 
ae 
ee 
‘ ’ 
" 
: 
A) 
& 
= 
B74 


WEEK TWO: NORMAL DAYS? 


him directly in the eyes and 
almost hissed out: 

“This is getting very stupid! 
You are wasting my day with 
your nonsense!” 

A wide smile broke out across 
his haggard face as he realized 
the weak point of my argument 
and properly, somewhat nicely 
schooled me in the street 
realities that | had stumbled 
unknowingly into: 

“If | do call that policeman over 
there to come here, right or 
wrong, they will take you to the 
police house to sort things 
out...you could be there many 
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days waiting to resolve this and 
regain your freedom...” 

He paused for that to sink in and 
then looked me in back in the 
eyes as he leaned in and 
continued in a hushed tone... 
“Or my friend, you could just 
give me and my fellow patriots 
some drinking money, 100 
Pesos should be about right... 
Your call, friend!” 

This was a common shakedown 
if you unwisely traveled out and 
about without a proper, local 
escort, so most foreigners now 
become self-made prisoners, 
locking themselves away safely 
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in their hotels while waiting to 
use the lobby telephone to make 
yet another frantic call to their 
embassy about getting safe 
passage to the French Border. 
Having watched these 
shakedowns from the safety 
of my hotel, | solved the 
problem day one by contracting 
the biggest and meanest looking 
thug pretending to be with the 
People’s Force to ferry me all 
about town but mostly just to 
the KitKat Club where | had 
secured a gig doing portraits 
and revolutionary doodles for 
a decent coin per drawing. 
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# To insure the loyalty of my 

be contracted tugs, | liberally added 

‘i to the story and soon they well 

ae believed that | was an American 
; 5 Communist Spy who was here 
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to stop the demon Germans and 
they may have had the | 
impression that if they did right 
by me, there might or might 
not be a future job waiting for 
them upon my return to report 
with my boss, who might be 
or not Stalin?... 
Anyway, they were never late, 
took extra care to avoid trouble 
and turned out to be a descent 
lot of working class joes just 
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é f trying to feed their families. 
FI ea God only knows what Seine had 
ral ee . . 
‘e i gotten into but, a large American 
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touring car would pick him early 
every morning and chuffer him 
somewhere downtown and 
then return him in the evening. | 
He was rather tight lipped about | 
what he was doing and after r 
all of these years, | knew better 
than to be a nosy cat and 
LET ALL MY QUESTIONS LIE 
While Claudie has taken my idea 
and is masterfully turning it into 
a true art form, he is now 
a regional commander with the 
area’s People’s Force and is 
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raid several of the hotels on the 
outer edge of the district, best 
known for having a glut of rich 
foreigners. 
They even gave him a uniform, 
a rather nice billy club and he 
says, they gave him that very 


NICE LOOKING PISTOL 
and belt combo. 

Now to be truthful, he looked 

rather stupid, a cross between 

an upper-class English Officer 

of the last war (you know the 
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3s polished boots, licking kind) and 
} a Polish Admiral but, he is happy. 
EY We all were adjusting and as we 
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have always found a true knack 
for doing, we were taking 


controlling advantage of the 
chaotic situation around us 
to get by while earning some 
coins for our 


“GET OUT OF DODGE” 


Rainy Day Fund. 

It’s getting late and | have to get 
across town to work in time for 
my security detail to get home 

and spent time with their 
families. | insisted on that as 
a condition of their 
CONTINUED EMPLOYMENT 
(and thus their salary makes it 
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home to their families instead 
Of being left at some local bar) 


YOU KNOW 


“That is what our great leader, 
Comrade Stalin personally 
told me once.” 


THE HEAT OF AUGUST 


The denizens of Madrid learned 
from ancient Roman Times, only 
the most scattered-brained 
would dare to brave the deadly 


noon day sun and as such, the 
city operated in shifts of early 
morning for the common folks to 
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A) THE HEAT OF AUGUST 
i make it to their daily work and 
EF the night time, when the city 
ei | came alive with the vivid energy 
. e of a people who appreciated life 
ei and knew how to live. 

Bd So the whole of the city, as 


a natural effect of the climate, 
all of the window blinds are let 
down, the shops up and down 
the wide boulevards are totally 
shut, the streets all go vacant, 
they fall empty of all humanity 
who can at all manage, take 
mae what the locals wax infamously 
me about the true nature, not 


i ME BESS 
Sao eY Fe 


ie 


CF 2 


NES CoS 


telat 


rremaneie ps! 


THE HEAT OF AUGUST 


so virtuous but graphic 
interpretation of the siesta. 
Claudie has been in a very deep 
funk and spends a large part of 
his day, moodily pacing all about [iq) 
our hotel and the lobby, he is , 
beside himself over the loss of [aM 
his recent command when his 
battalion of People’s Force was 
conscripted into the Republic 
Home Guard Militia to help build 
the defenses of the city against 
the slowly arriving, the coming 
Fascist Storm and to add even 
more insult to him, they even 
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Hi asked for his uniform back. 

EF Madrid the city is an utterly 

ei | strange bird for it city of its size 
) e and statue, it is a very large 

eh and sprawling urban center 

Bd but, it lacks the normal industrial 

3 basis that most cities of its size 
| # need to maintain the economics 
: Ri | to properly flourish and prosper. 


IN NORMAL TIMES 


the core financial resources of 
the city centered on the 
servicing industry, most working 
class people work directly or 
indirectly in servicing the large 
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Z4 THE HEAT OF AUGUST 
b group of overly rich, the 

FF extremely wealthy that had 
ei (till just recently) themselves 
. cS serviced the monarchy; then, 
ei there was the once massive 
A tourism industry and the vast 
4 majority of the remaining 

denizens were 


GOVERNMENT CIVIL SERVANTS 
In good times, this had been 
a good economic mixture; the 
vast majority of people in 
Madrid led a rather peaceful, 
fulling life and for the most part, 
there was no homeless as there 
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~. 


are in other of the great urban 
cities of the Western World 
(as everyone who wanted to 
work, they could work) 


AND THEY DID 


Regrettably, the current state 


Nts 


. re of events have reeked complete 
; Ey | havoc and has destroyed the 
Ss economic fiber that once 


HELD SOCIETY TOGETHER 
The monarchy has now been 
forcibly faded to the back pages 
of the history books by the 
Republic (or not...the civil war 
will determine this...| guess?) 
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H | and the massive amount of | 
i) = Madrid’s denizens who solely 

ei | depended upon the fact that | 
. they were in the extended food | 
eh chain of royal patronage or in | 
a | being that they had direct linage | 
a3 } asamember of the surprisingly [iy) 


families who claimed kinship to 
the monarchy; they now face 
the terrifying faith of being cast 
down into the sudden reality 
that the only marketable skill(s) 
that many of them possessed 
was that they had been 
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THE HEAT OF AUGUST 


associated with the monarchy. 
Facing the reality that their 
status, power and wealth had 
evaporated literally overnight 
along with the monarchy, the 
elitists of Madrid were bitter, 
terror stricken by having to now 
live as a normal person and were 
not so secretly urging on the 
Franco Army’s to hurry its march 
IN FROM NORTH AFRICA 
Many have cut their losses and 
have deserted the city while 
they could still liquidate 
property, while they were still 
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& i | able to move freely and they 
Fe Hi fe) ‘fled to rebel held areas where 
h ei their status was still respected 
3 . : by the rank and file of 
i$ ef those communities. 
» A Those who stayed for whatever 
t a misguide or delusional 
4 LS at reasoning(s) were feared as 
b potential fifth columnists 
i and after a short consideration, 
te many of them were placed 
: under house arrest or worse. 


a The feeling here in Madrid is 
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THE HEAT OF AUGUST 
SAINT PETERSBURG 


(now Leningrad, Russia) in 1917 
with the overthrow of the Czar. 
It seems that this is just human 
nature being played out here 
with Madrid as just the latest 
incarnation of a People’s 
Revolution and | am sure, that if 
we look back to the mini-nobility 
of France and we would see that 
they faced much of the same 
at the beginning of the 


FRENCH REVOLUTION 


Civil Servants, all of that creepy 
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underbelly of the government’s 
Deep State, the cadre of corrupt 
career workers survived as they 
simply continued doing (or not) 
their daily jobs and their life 
(at first) remained 


MUCH UNCHANGED 


Granted they had new bosses 
but, they ignored them just as 
much as they had their previous 
ones and their lives continued 
VERY MUCH UNCHANGED 
Later, when the financial 
resources of the Republic lay in 
shambles, with the money near 
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worthless and their paychecks 
not arriving, most will have 
wished that they had followed 
their previous bosses and had 
joined the rebels. 

The church with all the legacy of 
propping up the monarchy and 
their deep links to the elite ever 
since the beginning of modern 
Spain, faced the worse 
downturn and had it not been 
for the radical, Barrio Priests that 
rallied the people to raise up and 
overthrow of the corrupt old 
system; the church would have 
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been quickly abolished with 
all of its great wealth and 
properties turned over 


TO THE REPUBLIC 


Still, the church’s great power 
over the common people was 
tainted and the Republic took 
every opportunity to further 
degrade their hold on the 
people as the Minister of 
Community Affairs reminded us 
in the papers just yesterday... 
“Religion is the opium of the 
masses and the church was 
center to the blame for the 
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THE HEAT OF AUGUST 


crimes that the monarchy had 
committed against the common 

man by mistakenly convincing 
everyone that the monarchy was 

operating under God's will...” 
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Many of the grand churches 
of Madrid now lay silent except 
for the very old and the true 
believers of their message 
about the monarchy. 

It was unwise to be seen in any 
of these facilities as the 
government has been very clear 
that they were watching closely 
as the church truly is a 
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«] | f } misguided tools of the counter- | 
ie | ee revolutionary forces of the 
i ‘CVI FRANCO REBELLION | 
a = ty The most directly hurt was the ] 
ig | <i large segment of denizens that [iy) 
B es BW) had once worked in the tourism | 
: | a: industry and now, with only the 
Le most very foolish who would 
ih Sal dare the hardships to venture 
a Sy a pilgrimage to Madrid, this vast 
ad oA part of the working class had 
| a been cast down on to the street 
b S f | and now, stood out of the street 
= Bel corner trying their best to hustle 


a few pesos to take home and 
feed their families. 
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Deeply, | still hold that this was 
nothing more than a true case of 
struggle of class/cast and the 
under trodden’s backlash 
to the Socialist’s grab at absolute 
power to create their own Great 
Social Reset and that is why 
| still employ as many of them 
as | can in 


MY SECURITY DETAIL 


They are a descent lot but, 
events of the times that are not 
in their power to control and the 
utter collapse of their way of life 
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«] BH has driven them to the 

ie FF MOST DESPERATE MEANS 

5 | sl Mr. Juan, the senior bellhop 
a who was luck to still have his job 


here at the hotel, he is grateful 
BS to the hotel’s respect for his 
thirty years of loyal service and 


tne Aaa 


Ls he praises them for all their 
Pe | = efforts to keep as much of their 
Ps : staff employed but, he is very 
a >¢ fe) troubled by what he sees as the 
es } total breakdown of civil society 


2 8) inthe city where he was born, 
| | raised and had spent his entire 
working life in. 
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/ THE HEAT OF AUGUST 
i “Morality is at a low ebb in 

EF Madrid, or rather the moral code 
éi | is regulated by notions peculiar 
e to the latitude. So with habits. 


A man must be native and to the 
manner born, before he can 
affect competency to interpret 
them...” 


The one fascinating truism, 
the heart of the city is that 
everybody gambles, from the 
shady sentries in the hotel’s 
guard-house, to 
(| have been told by a local 
doctor who frequency stops by 
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the hotel for a friendly game 
of chance with the still 
well-to-do foreigners still held 
up in the relative safety of 
the major hotels) 
to the patients in the hospitals 
and even felons have a taste 
of fast money and the smiling 


wink from Old Lady Luck. 
This is so deeply engrained 
and that it holds such an 
overwhelming dominion of this 
city’s passion but, our problem 
was in trying to find a means 
of how we could break in on the 
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i | i | passion and cut ourselves | 
Fe | E | a small piece of the action 

i ie) = — we are not greedy with the | 
x us open exception of our | 
i ‘ DEAR BROTHER CLAUDIE 
s) ee WH) Part of the problem was that this | 
: | a | has been a popular occupation | 
eS Le since the very founding of the 

at ee city, | had a local gambling boss 

5 : tell me a traditional but a true 

ad | & story of acondemned man 

es a literally on his way to the waiting 

Ss a gallows begged for a just one 


last hand of cards with his 
executioners to distract him 
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ores 


“ gt from all of his sorrows: 

is oe “Seeing that he was to die, they 

i ei freely granted his last wish and 

J : by the end of the game not only 

is Se had he won his freedom but, he 

ss , 3 left in the warden’s official | 
3 | a car...truly a lucky man!” | 
fs ES Bi This extremely well run 


5 
PF be iM organization and its structured 
a : business operates with multi- 
Et levels of various, related 
p supports that employees 
aa thousands and is run out of what 


seemed every bar, hotel back 
meeting rooms, from down what 
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1 | seemed to be every alley to 

a even 1000s of private homes | 

xt | across the city. 
: ce The quality of the organization | 

oh would put Al Capone and his | 
Bd Chicago Boys to be rank | 
a amateurs, this is what made | 
, # it impossible to get a toe in 

b. the door to all this by just 


=) simpy PLACING A BET 


ES It was just not possible without 
‘eo | the proper connections or 
i special introductions by one 
, ry of the better known | 
4 GAMING MASTERS | 
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Master schemer, Claudie says 
he has a plan...until then, | keep 
up my doddles and portraits 
down at the KitKat Club. 


SO WHY STAY? 


We have the funds and Seine the 
connections to get us across the 
frontier to the French Border 
but, that is where our 


PROBLEMS BEGIN 


Seems like the French Police and 
Military have very long 
memories and never believed 
in “live-N-let-live.” 
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At least not for those who stood 
against the official slaughter of 
millions in a war fought 
over...what was it fought for? 
| was there for two plus years 
and | have yet to figure out the 
true reasoning(s)...the purpose 
that millions of foolish but 
brave men (and women) 


DIED HORRIBLE DEATHS 
Anyway, Minnie’s Uncle Claude 
Sr. (Claudie’s grand uncle who 
had been a German Spy during 
the war) wrote us that the 
authorities still had open arrest 
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warrants for each of us over how 
we declared our own peace with 
the Germans and went back 
to Paris to set out the 


REST OF THE WAR 


You have often wondered why 
| didn’t abandon my mates and 


ras 
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return to be with my dearest 
love, my lovely Minnie... 
THIS IS WHY 


The shell of the city remains 
intact and if you would were not 
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é i 

i; au FINAL DAYS 
2 : a too attentive, you might miss 
i S the slight changes that the civil 
KI *) war has brought to Madrid. 
2 * Rumors run rampant and even 
ef 3 ey the slightest fake news spreads 
F a like wildfire but, the reality is 


7% 


ee, 


that Franco will never need to 
take the city as the Republican 
Government is in utter chaos, 
all of its official functions have 
broken down, most of the 
ministries lay vacant and desert 
of all but, the most dedicated 
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FINAL DAYS 
COMMUNISTS 


(local Republican Hotheads and 
the endless number of Russians 
that have flooded into the city) 


and most of the denizens of this 
once great city have been 
reduced to nothing more than 
a hungry mob in many districts. 
As far as we can tell, there is 
fighting in other parts of the 
country, bitter fighting and most 
interesting, there are more 
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FINAL DAYS 
rumors about what some of the 
locals told me in secret...that it 
was absolutely true that there 
was the “Abraham Lincoln” 
Brigade and they tell me that 
their ranks are filled with many 
Americans (veterans many of the 
Great War) and from what | have 
been told, they are mobilizing 
not far from Madrid. 
American War Vets 
FIGHTING FOR THE REPUBLIC 
Just something wrong about 
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this in my mind, if for no other 
reason than most true veterans 
of that war would never 
volunteer to go back. 

The People’s Force according 
to Claudie’s associates have 
given up the fight as they have 
not been paid in almost five 
weeks and have disappeared 
back into the sea of the angry, 
hungry mobs that populate 
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FINAL 


The mood is unsettling and 
even, my security detail advised 
me to temporarily put my work 

at the KitKat on hold as they 
can no long secure my safety 


OUT IN THE STREETS 


Occasionally, you will see or hear 
about small demonstrations in 
support of the beleaguered 
Republic mostly with 
demonstrators being paid by 
the Communist Youth League 
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FINAL DAY: 
to prop up the public’s illusion 
that there is still an active 
government at the 


HELM OF LEADERSHIP 


It is hard to get anyone to speak 
freely as there are Republican 
Spies everywhere, everyone 
fears their neighbors as | have 
been told that there is a finder’s 
fee for denouncing counter- 
revolutionaries, defeatists 
and closeted Fascists. 
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= , a 
| have been told that it was 
extremely unhealthy to speak 
one’s mind on anything other 
than the weather and since it 
is Summer — which means that 
is a rather short and limited 
conversation as it is always hot. 
The government’s Deep State 
have for the most pulled up 
stakes, deserted their posts and 


IN THE DEAD OF NIGHT 


are smuggling themselves and 
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Fil IAL DAYS 
their families out of the city 
with some foolish hope that 
that Franco’s people will 


TAKE THEM ALL IN 


Truly a delusional dream on 
their as the Franco People 
already know very well who 
these vipers are and | would 
not be surprised if many of them 
are not shot at first sight. 
Once the financial crisis lead 
to the public shock and to the 
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government’s complete 
discrediting as they had to admit 
that it could no longer meet 
their weekly payroll, the Deep 
State of un-civil servants, pulled 
the plug, stripped their offices 
of anything of value and simply 
left — they didn’t even bother 
to lock the doors behind them. 
This announcement was in many 
ways kind of meaningless joke as 
THE REPUBLICAN MONEY 
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FINAL DAYS 


had already lost most of its value 
long before they decided to pull 
the plug and as such, wiping 
out the life savings of the 
common man and reduced 


most transactions to a 
rudimentary form of battering. 
Foreign money was king and the 
only true way to get 
ANYTHING IMPORTANT DONE 
If you held foreign money, 
especially English Pounds, 
French Francs amongst the 


THE HEAT OF AUGUST 
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i FINAL DAYS 
. 2 large French Ex-Pat Community 
Ss and in some parts of the city, 
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| the Italian Lira was the 


PREFERRED COIN 


a OF THE STREET 
The government just floated an 
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idea of issuing a script currency 
backed by the massive bales of 
Russian Rubles that are rumored 
to being flown in to the newly 
reopened airport but, it was met 
with a call for a general strike, 
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open protests against the 
Government that was rumored 
to be scheduled for 


SUNDAY AFTER MASS 
Not that they need to but, 

a government official that deals 
with Seine says that the 
government’s financials were 
good until agents of Franco 
started dumping billions of fake 
Republican Pesos in disputed 
areas and behind the 
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THE HEAT OF AUGUST 


FINAL DAYS 


REPUBLICAN FRONTLINES 
Counterfeit Pesos? 


WHY NOT...? 


it wasn’t necessary deed though 
as the government was already 
doomed and they seem to have 
done this more to punish the 
working class or maybe, they 
thought that this would lead 
to a public uprising. 
This is where Franco’s People 


eo aoe 


Aas Sem eer 


t 
Ts 


=# A <w 
sys gen pg 


THE HEAT OF AUGUST 


the remaining loyal units of the 
military, the local police and 
| have been told that large 
caches of weapons have been 
delivered to the secretive 
Republican Militias who have 
unofficially been turned into 
death squads who spend their 
days tracking down and dealing 
with the counter-revolutionary 
elements embedded in and 


THROUGHOUT THE CITY 
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AL DAYS 
Usually, | would have never poke 
Seine for answers about what 
he knows because (as always) 
he is so tight lipped but for 
whatever reason; | now 
confronted him at the dinner 
table tonight and much to 
my surprise, he was 
VERY MUCH FORTHCOMING 
Seine believed that the 
government will survive this 
current crisis as there is massive 
amounts of Soviet (Russian) 


>> 
; 
ne 
i 
A= 
5 
= 
a 
2 
* 
' 


< Cure. 


25% 15 Wt tes 
4 Sree Nhe re 


: ° . ie . e 
bsp aay aint t ha Se ia emalge es o3 
= ae PS Ia tact 


gh age 25S Toa 


THE HEAT OF AUGUST 
DAYS 


FINAL DA 
i rua. EXE 
resources now pouring in by air 
(every day) and with them 
comes a wide cadre of support 
staff and veterans from both the 
Revolution and Russian Civil War 
to booster the rank and file. 
He went on to say that the 
government was turning over 
more and more of the daily 
operations, especially here in 
Madrid to their Soviet guests 
and from what he said that he 
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J 2S. COG Gr tt aw 
has personally saw, they will 
make short order to the chaos 
out on the streets. 

WILL THE REPUBLIC SURVIVE? 
This was something that even 
Seine’s sources held in doubt as 
Franco was even better financed 
by the Germans who seem to 
have given all of the latest and 
most advanced weapon systems 
in the world to this otherwise, 
RAG-TAG REBELLION ARMY 
From the modern carbines and 
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THE HEAT OF AUGUST 


=_— 5, 
Pil 
machine guns to advanced city- 
leveling artillery to even the 
most modern air bombers in 
the German Fleet, Franco’s Army 
seriously in consistently 
outgunning the beleaguered, 
equipment strapped 


REPUBLICAN FORCES 


Seine believe that there is a core 
segment of the population who 
truly believe in the Republican 

fight and wherever Franco’s 
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forces have encountered them, 
the battles are very bloody and 
the death count extremely high 
— as these Republican troops 
never faltered nor fell back and 
THEY NEVER SURRENDERED 
Because, of there great heart for 
the fight and their utter and full 
dedication to their socialist 
cause...this fighting spirit 
amongst certain divisions in the 
Republican Home Guard and 
their true willingness to die in 
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defense of the Republic, Seine 
said that this war will go on 


FOR A LONG TIME 


Seine finished his lecture by 
suggesting that we might start 
thinking about finding our way 
out of this pickle especially as 
he casually mentioned rumors 

that we had not heard of Madrid 
being bombed or at least the 
Germans trying to stop the flow 
of arms and supplies by 
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THE HEAT OF AUGUST 


FINAL DAYS 


BOMBING THE AIRPORT 


| dismissed that very idea as 
even the Germans would not 
dare bomb major urban cities... 
“Maybe a stray zeppelin 
dropping an occasional bomb to 
spread panic but, not an outright 
attack ona city like Madrid...that 
is not done by civilized, modern 
armies, thank you very much!!!” 
Then Seine smartly reverse 
course in mid thought and said: 
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THE HEAT OF AUGUST 


FINAL DAYS 


“Anyway, we need to start 
planning...how do you chaps 
feel about Moscow?” 


And with that bombshell 


dropped without fair 
warning...right here in the living 
room of our suite; Seine finished 
his meal and went upstairs to 
sleep without a further word 
uttered by him or us. 


“TERTHOLIGHTS 
AFIEF = 


By the time that Franco and his 
amassed minions arrived at the 
ancient gates of Madrid on the 
4th of November 1936 we were 
long gone, just an old grease 
stain along the highway of life 
and we were well on our way to 
yet another paying gig in the 
Chinese City of Nanking, China. 
Seine had been right and | was 
wrong about the German air 
warfare intentions, they first 
bombed the airport to put an 
end to the pipeline that kept 
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FIERTROUGHTS 
the city alive and then turned 


ON THE HELPLESS CITY 
More so, Seine had called the 
fact that Madrid would not just 
roll over and the battle was long, 
ugly with a great deal of 
DEATH AND DESTRUCTION 
The city with its dedicated core 
cadre of true believers, Russian 
(Soviet) Veterans and even 
elements of American War 
Veterans fighting under the 
banner of the “Abraham Lincoln” 
Brigade fought well beyond what 
reasonable people would have 
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thought necessary, only causing 
just more senseless 

SLAUGHTER TO THE HELPLESS 

In the end, the results were the 
same, Franco and his now 

formable army 

(funded and some say, led to run 

by German Commanders) 
won hands down. 

No one with any sense would 
have bet otherwise. 
History will look back and call 
this a fortune teller of the 
coming World War where 
Russians and Americans fought 
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im 1 BS YABB A A LEST. 
the Germans with as much glee 
as they had here in Madrid. 
Why is Seine always proven by 
time to have gotten it right? 
What super power(s) does he 
keep held in secret and that 
allows him such insight 


and observation? 


STILL, FOR EVERYTHING 


Madrid and the people who we 
surrounded ourselves with are 
deeply instilled and rooted to my 
brag about “Being always in the 
wrong place, at the wrong time 
but, always...at the Center of 
History...” 
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WHERE ANGEL FEAR 


What a mere month can 
wrought here in the wilderness 


~~. 


: of Emil Land and | must say that 

: when Emil’s new edition arrived 

efi postage due yet again | 
RY , | 
py (Emil you can not mail a package f 
a on only a dollar stamp...not here 
at in Singapore...please keep that 

! in mind...OK?) 


| was half expecting yet another 
China bashing, soap box and 
to my sheer amazement... 
| was looking at this... 
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WHERE ANGEL FEAR 


What draws most to Emil’s odd 
doddles is that they always catch 
you off-guard and many time 
startled you by how quickly 
Emil’s style(s) morph here, right 
before your eyes, with no 
helpful segway nor warning(s). 
This is a radical new style that 
brings Emil full circle back to 
the 1910’s and you can almost 
smell Paris oozing out 
from these pages... 
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A WORD FROM EMIL... 


This is a new section that Seine 
says is the worse idea since the 
“Beto for President 
Campaign Reboot #6” 
especially since 
| already have a daily blog 
where | can bore as many 


PEOPLE AS | CAN 


Since they aren’t book buyers, 
he doesn’t care about them 
but, was concerned that people 
would see this in the preview 
and not buy this book... 

So, | did as | always do... 
| didn’t tell him that | added 
it back at the last minute. 
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A WORD FROM EMIL... 
In recent months, WWWG has 
been intimidated by a series 
of Ukrainian-based PC Trolls 
who have taken serious offence 
to what would seem to be 
every single word that | say 
or that can be equally twisted 
to make believe that | said or 
that | might have implied to 
actually mean. 

The back story is there is a failed 
art student(s) who seems 
(according to them)...they claim 
to work for the DNC National 
Call Center (right outside of Kiev 
- as it seems rents are cheaper) 
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A WORD FROM EMIL... 


who took offence to first, 
| didn't respond to his complete 


CRITICISM OF MY ART 


and then, was more deeply 
offended when | did respond... 
| was nice but, | was truthful 
and that seemed to hurt 
him even more 


SO, THEY 


(now a collective, WOKE gang 
from the same business location 
with the same IP Address 
so | assume that it really was 
multiple people instead of this 
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A WORD FROM EMIIL... 
one guy pretending to 
be an entire gang) 
turned their Twitter long-knives 
on my publisher, WWWG and 
have rain havoc down upon 
them for several months now. 
Please allow me to just say 
upfront, it doesn't bother me 
as anything negative to me goes 
directly to spam...and if you 
bother WWWG, | am all in favor 
of it and in fact, | encourage you 
to continue but, you are getting 
on Seine's nerves and he asked 


ME TO ADDRESS IT 


So here below is my gentle, my 


wgrehorn 


A WORD FROM EMIL... 


kind and considered response 
to your hatred and threats... 
as you can't effect my position 
or lack of here... 


“BRING IT ON BUBBA!" 
Oops! | did it again... 
so sorry...please forgive... 
lam but, | do claim to be 
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of the male persuasion... 
So, it isn't really my own fault... 


IT 1S MY DNA... !!! 


Did that work? 


ARE THEY STILL THERE? 
OH, Well! 


SO HERE GOES! 
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A WORD FROM EMIL... 
AN OPEN LETTER TO MY 
UKRAINIAN TROLL BUDDIES! 
My mother went through her 
whole life truly feeling that she 
was without fault or to blame 
for all the craziness that she 
wrought as there was always 
someone else to blame and 
if she could not identify an 
actual person then, it was an 
extended discussion on how the 
"all world had done me wrong" 
| am sorry upfront to offend 
some of the weak-hearted here 
and am letting you know 
beforehand, so that you might 


ol ph ln 
ae r 


ie byraivene Sm 


* 
ve > 


are mtg (AE 5nd gee SES NS: 


A WORD FROM EMIL... 
AN OPEN LETTER TO MY 
UKRAINIAN TROLL BUDDIES! 
retreat to your safety zone... 


RIGHT NOW 


THREE...TWO...ONE... 


TRULY 


| wake up some days and read 
messenger or tweeter and | feel 
that my mom has somehow 
taken over the world...or has 
infected it with her personal 
insanity...her inability to take 
responsibility and stare down 
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A WORD FROM EMIL... 
AN OPEN LETTER TO MY 
UKRAINIAN TROLL BUDDIES! 
the ugliness of her life and 
merely have the courage to say 
"| know you are but what am 1...' 
Attitude instead her constant 


MANTRA OF DEFENSE 


"Lam pure and you are utter 
scum for not agreeing with 
my views...” 

We...the sane...have turned 
society over to the return of the 
worse evil group think since the 
latter days of the French 
Revolution with its own roaming, 
PC trolling gangs who have made 
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A WORD FROM EMIL... 
AN OPEN LETTER TO MY 
UKRAINIAN TROLL BUDDIES! 
an oath to destroy the lives of all 
those who excel beyond their 
group's collective inability to 
do so, too...not so much out 
of an inability but, out of the 
lack, many times, to merely try... 
lam sorry, again, as | understand 
that being WOKE means never 
having to actually try...never 
expand beyond who/what 
you currently are...l am sorry, 
| DO ACCEPT ALL OF THIS 
| truly do forget as it is not in my 
personal DNA...so, can you 


A WORD FROM EMIL... 
AN OPEN LETTER TO MY 
UKRAINIAN TROLL BUDDIES! 
actually then, can | be personally 
blamed or did your personal 
lack to try trigger me? 
lam getting ready to reoffend 
PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE 
you Safe zone just yet!!!! 
The way | explained to 


MY MOM WAS THAT 
“The world is in fact, 
it is a mean, cruel place where 


no one actually cares enough 
to openly plot so much evil on 


a total stranger...and besides, 
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A WORD FROM EMIL... 
AN OPEN LETTER TO MY 
UKRAINIAN TROLL BUDDIES! 
| was there and | remember your 
story radically different...from 
what | personally saw, you had 
a lot more to actually do with 
the true outcome...than you 
are willing to give yourself 
credit for..." 

So to all my Ukrainian Twitter 
TROLLS WORKING AT THE 
DNC National Call Center 
(right outside of Kiev) 
many of the things that happen 
are really your own fault not 
mine because you are the one 
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A WORD FROM EMIL... 


f | AN OPEN LETTER TO MY 

gs | UKRAINIAN TROLL BUDDIES! 

=) = who never really tried or gave 

5S up trying to be an artist/writer 
| Fe because you were so thin 

Be skinned that you could not look | 
4 your potential failures or your i 


| ee } “lack of pride” accusers straight 


in the eyes and did not have 
the strength, the actual courage, 
the faith in your own ability(s) 
and you never took the time 


TO ACTUALLY SAY 


"| know you are but 
what am IP....“ 
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A WORD FROM EMIL... 
AN OPEN LETTER TO MY 
UKRAINIAN TROLL BUDDIES! 
Become awake...instead of this 
stupid WOKE nonsense, get up 
out of your mom’s basement 
(SORRY! Your Command Bunker) 
and start to live a free life in the 
real world...it will be what you 
make of it...it is on you to do not 
for me or us to do for you... 

It is your future dudes, not 
mine...that is the true key to 
success but, it had been 
"plastics" before you made them 
the scourge of the planet... 
| still believe in plastic straws 
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THANK YOU... 


You can come out of your safe 
zone now my little WOKE 
children of America... 
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